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Reviewing the theories and factors af-
fecting Bilingualism

Sarana Ghavami Lahige

Olyana Ghavami Lahige

Abstract

Bilingualism is one of the issues which
always affect the teaching and learn-
ing process , now applies all around the
world. A bilingual person is someone
who speaks two languages at the same
time. People may become bilingual either
by acquiring two languages at the same
time in childhood or by learning a second
language sometimes after acquiring their
first language. About bilingualism phe-
nomenon several comments has raised
and linguists have been categorized it
in different ways. The present article in-
tends first to glance at different theories
and definitions presented in bilingualism
then according to them the four questions
in the research will be answered. These
questions include the general concepts of
bilingualism, i.e: the critical period theo-
ry, how processing two languages, bilin-
gual brain function and cognitive aspects
of the bilingualism, following that based
on these factors the standards required
for a bilingual teacher is listed.

Key words: bilingualism, critical period,
language processing, cognition
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