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Sultin Tughril, the last of the Saljuqs (ruled 571—590]
1175—1194) was a great patron of learned men and was
himself keen to acquire knowledge. In the year 577/1181
he was struck with a desire to learn calligraphy and em-
ployed Zayn-ud-din Mahmud b. Muhm ‘Alf " ar-
Riawandi (another maternal uncle of our author) as his in-
structor. When the Sultdn became proficient in that art he
undertook to makc a copy of the Qur'dn and gaal-;red
round him several gilders (mudhalthibdn) and illuminators to
decorate his manuscript, each part (si-para) of which cost
100 western dindrs (dindr-i-maghribi)?®). It was apparently
on this occasion that the author was introduced by his
uncle as an artist to the Sultdn !). Gradually he rose high in
the Royal favour and we learn from him (p. 344) how on one

1) Sce p. 300 of the text.

z) p- 437y i 7—12,

3) This copy of the Qur'in was never bound in one volume, for, as the
author says (p. 44), a part of it went into the possession of ‘Ali-ud-din, lord
of Mardgha, another into that of Bektimiir, king of Akhldt, while a third was
left with the. gilders.

4) For these details sce pp. 39—44.
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