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(3,000,000), Kurds from lrag (120,000), Shi'a Arabs
from Iraq. Information mainly from E. Drower 1939; R.
Macuch 1965; I. Garbell 1965; T. Sebeok 1969, 1970;
G. Doerfer et al. 1971; R. Oberling 1974; D. L. Stilo
1981; R. D. Hoberman 1988a, b. Blind population:
200,000 (1982 WCE). Deaf population: 3,978,055. Deaf
institutions: 50. The number of languages listed for
Iran is 77. Of those, 75 are living languages and 2 are

extinct

Living languages:
Azerbaijani, South

[azb] 23,500,000 in Iran (1997).

Population includes 290,000 Afshar,
5,000 Aynallu, 7,500 Baharlu, 1,000
Mogaddam, 3,500 Nafar 1,000
Pishagchi, 3,000 Qajar, 2,000
Qaragozlu, 130,000 Shahsavani
(1993). Population total all countries:
24,364,000. East and West
Azerbaijan, Ardebil, Zanjan, and part
of Markazi provinces. Many in a few
districts of TehranTehran. Some
Azerbaijani-speaking groups are in
Fars Province and other parts of Iran.
Also spoken in Afghanistan,
Azerbaijan, Iraq, Jordan, Syria, Turkey
(Asia), USA. Alternate names: Azeri,
Torki. Dialects: Aynallu  (Inallu,
Inanlu), Karapapakh, Tabriz, Afshari

(Afshar, Afsar), Shahsavani
(Shahseven), Moqgaddam, Baharlu
(Kamesh), Nafar, Qaragozlu,

Pishagchi, Bayat, Qajar. Distinctive
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Languages of Iran

[.on the languages of Iran See also SIL publications]

Islamic Republic of Iran, Jomhouri-e-Eslami-e-Iran.

67,503,205. National or official language: Western
Farsi. Literacy rate: 70% to 75% among those 6 years
old and over (1995-1996 Iran Statistical Center). Also
includes Eastern Farsi (1,000,000), Hulauld (300),
Tajiki, Turkish (2,570), people from Afghanistan



LS"\‘:") (o~

Germany, Greece, India, Iraq, Israel,
Netherlands, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Spain, Sweden, Tajikistan,
urkey (Asia), Turkmenistan, United
Arab
Emirates, United Kingdom, USA,
Uzbekistan. Alternate names:
Persian, New Persian, Parsi, Irani.
Dialects: Ketabi, Tehrani, Shirazi,

Old Shirazi, Qazvini,
Mahalhamadani, Kashani, Esfahani,
Sedehi, Kermani, Araki,

Shirazjahromi, Shahrudi Kazeruni,
Mashadi (Meshed), Basseri, Yazdi,
Bandari. The literary language is
virtually identical in Iran and
Afghanistan, with very minor lexical
differences. Zargari may be a
dialect used by goldsmiths (also see
Balkan Romani in Iran). Dialect
shading into Dari in Afghanistan
and Tajiki in Tajikistan. Many of the
dialects may be separate languages.
Classification: Indo-European, Indo-
Iranian, I[ranian, Western,
Southwestern, Persian
More information.

S WM (i bl ol e (S
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linguistic differences between the
Azerbaijani of the former USSR
(North) and Iranian Azerbaijani
(South) in  phonology, lexicon,
morphology, syntax, and loanwords.
Teimurtash (7,000 in Mazanderan;
possibly the same as Teimuri, Timuri,
Taimouri) and Salchug (in Kerman
Province) may be dialects. Qashqga'i
may be a dialect. Part of the Qizilbash
merchant group speak the Afshari
dialect, which is strongly influenced
by Persian. The dialect spoken in Syria
is different from Kirkuk of Iraq, and
may be closer to Turkish (Osmanli)
than to Azerbaijani. There is a gradual
transition of dialects from Turkish to
Azerbaijani from central to western
Turkey. Classification: Altaic, Turkic,
Southern, Azerbaijani More

information.

Farsi, Western

[pes] 22,000,000 in Iran (1997).

Population includes 800,000
Eastern Farsi in Khorasan, Gilan,
Tat, Bakhtiari, Lur. Population total
all countries:
24,316,121. Throughout Iran. Most
heavily concentrated in central,
south central, and northeastern
Iran. Also spoken in Australia,
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain,
Canada, Denmark, France,



LS"\**") (> Y

those, 75 are living languages and 2 have no known
speakers.........

Azerbaijan [azb] 11,200,000 in Iran (Johnstone

i, South and Mandryk 2001), increasing.
290,000 Afshar, 5,000 Aynallu, 7,500
Baharlu, 1,000 Mogaddam, 3,500 Nafar
1,000 Pishagchi, 3,000 Qajar, 2,000
QaragozIu, 130,000 Shahsavani (1993).
Population  total all  countries:
12,612,660. East and West Azerbaijan,
Ardebil, Zanjan, and part of Markazi
provinces. districts of Tehran; Fars
Province and scattered. Also in
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, lraq, Jordan,
Syria, Turkey (Asia), United States.
Alternate  _names: Torki. Dialects:
Aynallu (Inallu, Inanlu), Karapapakh,
Tabriz, Afshari (Afshar, Afsar),
Shahsavani (Shahseven), Mogaddam,
Baharlu (Kamesh), Nafar, Qaragozlu,
Pishagchi, Bayat, Qajar. Bakhtiari [bqi]
is on a dialect continuum between
Northern Luri [lrc] and Southern Luri
[luz]. Farsi dialects in Chaharmahal va
Bakhtiari Province mutually intelligible
with Bakhtiari. Similar to Kumzari
[zum]. Lexical similarity: 75% with
Southern Luri (Mamasani), 86% with
Southern Luri (Boyerahmadi), 73% with
Northern Luri (rural), 78% with
Northern Luri (Khorramabadi), 76%
with Western Farsi [pes]. Classification:
Altaic, Turkic, Southern, Azerbaijani
More information.
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Languages of Iran
[See also SIL publications on the languages of Iran.]
Islamic Republic of Iran, Jomhouri-e-Eslami-e-Iran.
67,503,205. National or official language: Western
Farsi [pes]. Literacy rate: 70%—75% among those 6
years old and over (1995-1996 Iran Statistical Center).
Immigrant languages: Eastern Farsi (1,000,000),
Hulauld (350), Tajiki, Turkish (2,570). Also includes
languages of Afghanistan (3,000,000), and of the Kurds
(120,000) and Shi’a Arabs from lIrag. Information
mainly from E. Drower 1939; R. Macuch 1965; I.
Garbell 1965; T. Sebeok 1969, 1970; G. Doerfer et al.
1971; R. Oberling 1974; D. Stilo 1981; R. Hoberman
1988a, b. Blind population: 200,000 (1982 WCE). Deaf
population: 3,978,055. Deaf institutions: 50. The
number of individual languages listed for Iran is 77. Of
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Farsi,
Western

[pes] 22,000,000 in Iran (1997),
increasing. 800,000 Eastern Fasi in
Khorasan, Gilan, Tat, Bakhtiari, Lur.
Population total all countries:
23,879,300. Widespread. Most
concentrated in central, south central,
and northeast. Also in Australia,
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Canada,
Denmark, France, Germany, Greece,
India, Iraq, Israel, Netherlands, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sweden,
Syria,  Tajikistan,  Turkey  (Asia),
Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates,
United Kingdom, United States,
Uzbekistan. Alternate  _names: New
Persian, Parsi, Persian. Dialects:
Abadani, Ketabi, Tehrani, Shirazi, Old
Shirazi, Qazvini, Mahalhamadani,
Kashani, Esfahani, Sedehi, Kermani,
Araki, Shirazjahromi, Shahrudi
Kazeruni, Mashadi (Meshed), Basseri,
Yazdi, Bandari. Literary language
virtually identical in Iran and
Afghanistan, with very minor lexical
differences. The Zargari dialect of
Romani, Balkan [rmn] may be a dialect
used by goldsmiths. Dialect shading
into Dari [ghz] in Afghanistan and Tajiki
[tgk] in Tajikistan. Many dialects may
be separate languages. Classification:
Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Iranian,
Western, Southwestern, Persian
More information.
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